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Sports Concerns the People’s Livelihood

BERTREE ...

—— Hu e BHEMHAL IR ER A8 T4, T REIRT R BT #2082 KFERER
An interview with Jiang Xiaoyu, Vice Chairman of Education, Science, Culture, Public Health and Sports Committee
of CPPCC, Vice Chairman of Beijing Olympic City Development Association (BODA)

Health comes first among different aspects of livelihood.
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Jiang Xiaoyu is always decently dressed in front of the media, and it does
not seem to hinder him from doing physical exercise anywhere.

During the intermissions of the Fourth Session of the 1lth Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), Jiang and other members from the
sports group took the advantage of their spare time to show their proficiency in
Spinning and yoga.

Before that, Jiang had been guiding officials from the Organizing Committee
of London Olympiad to visit the tracks of the “Bird’s Nest”.

Even when making a face-to-face conversation about the importance of
physical exercises with the interviewer, he could not help demonstrating the
right way of doing push-ups.

As the former Executive Vice-president of Beijing Organizing Committee
of Olympic Games(BOCOG)Jiang continues to hold relevant positions like Vice
Chairman of Beijing Olympic City Development Association. People find him in
almost all the major sports events in China.

In the first year of the 12th Five-year Plan, he cares more about national
fitness program and ordinary people. He wishes to make the whole nation
healthy by promoting the habit of physical exercise and healthy life style. In his
opinion, sports is a matter of great importance to people’s livelihood.

We interviewed Jiang Xiaoyu on a sunny spring morning.

Natiomal Fitmess Program---
Legacy of the 11th Five-year Plam

Interviewer: During the llth Five-
year Plan period, China made huge
investment in national fitness program.
What do you think is the major
achievement of the investment?

Jiang: Progress in the past five
years is evident in various aspects.
Firstly, we have successfully drawn
enough attention from the central
government. In 2007, the central
government issued advices on the task
of improving the health conditions of
youngsters. In 2008, President Hu
Jintao suggested that we become a
sporting nation. He also set guidelines
for the physical well-being of the
Chinese people.

o Y
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Secondly, there are more laws
and regulations on the national fitness
program. In 2009, the state council
issued Regulations on National Fitness,
appointing August 8 as the National
Fitness Day. Regulations on Public
Culture and Sports was also issued to
provide legal support for the causes of
national fitness.

Thirdly, the idea of national
fitness has been well accepted among
the general public, creating more
sports fans who regularly take part
in physical exercises; the number of
sports facilities have reached 1 million,
while one third of the facilities in
schools are open to the public.

Fourthly, public sports activities
are featured with great varieties.
Different regions and provinces have
their distinctive features in sports
activities.

Meanwhile, sports industry and
the service system are emerging,
national fitness program is increasingly
outgoing.

Interviewer: What do you think
are the shortcomings of China’s public
sports activities?

Jiang: It is essential for the
government to supervise the
implementation of relevant laws
and regulations. For example, the
Regulations on National Fitness
requires that students be allowed one
hour for sports every day, but the
fact is that many students cannot
enjoy that one hour.

Deteriorating Physical Quality of
Youmngsters Calls for Attention

Interviewer: How were the
physical conditions of Chinese
youngsters in the last five years?

Jiang: We carried out the third
survey of national physical conditions
last year, the result of which may
not be encouraging in aspects of
physical quality. According to previous
surveys, the physical quality of age
group 7 to 22 was quite worrying.
Figures like vital capacity and stamina
had been worsening for 20 years. A

: e
{11 4 aca
]

20114 AL R K BB T B

20-minute physical exercise can only
solve the problem of flexibility. One-
hour sports activity everyday is a
luxury. Youngsters’ vital capacity had
been decreasing from 2000 to 2005.
Our children are growing taller but
running slower. Myopia has become a
popular illness among youngsters of
different age groups. Their eyesight
declines as they grow older.

Interviewer: How are youngsters
from other countries?

Jiang: These problems are
taken very seriously in many foreign
countries. As far as I know, Canada’s
Health Ministry is asking Canadians

to come up with solutions for child
obesity. The Canadian government is
also working on regulations to deal
with obesity among youngsters and
middle-aged people.

The physical quality of American
youngsters suffered some problems in
1980. The U.S. government responded
to the issue quickly with a 10-year
fitness plan. 30 years have passed
since then, and the plan is still working
well.

Interviewer: We have been talking
many years about youngsters’ physical
quality, why can’t we see evident
improvement?
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Jiang: We are still not paying
enough attention. The problem is
actually so pressing that both the
government and the society should be
alerted. Schools tend to choose the
safest exercises for students to avoid
any accident, because they cannot take
full responsibility. Schools and parents
should change their way of thinking,
while the government should provide
reliable insurance.

The aging of population is becoming
increasingly evident. The aging people
in Beijing take up 18.6% of the city’s
total population. It is estimated that
30% of the population will be senior
citizens by 2050. If the youngsters
who are supposed to support the old
become feeble themselves, who can we
count on to take care of the old and
prevent social problems?

Therefore, the physical conditions
of youngsters concern the present
and the future. In case of unexpected
happenings in the future, we may only
rely on the young generation of today.

Both the Governmment amnd
the General Public Should Be
Mobilized

Interviewer: In the first year of
the 12th Five-year Plan period, what
do you think is the priority among the
issues about the physical conditions of
our people?

Jiang: First of all, we must spare
no effort in improving the physical
quality of the people. We need to be
open-minded in carrying out the task
of promoting national fitness. The
government should provide regulatory
guidelines to attract investment. The
construction of sports facilities also
requires the involvement of private
investment.

At present, the government is still
the leader of mass sports activities.
It should not step back from this
task. However, the enthusiasm at
governmental level is not everything;
resources from the society should be
mobilized to work side by side with the
government.

Take the sports industry for
example. Can we provide some
preferential policies for the promotion
of national fitness? Will the
construction of sports facilities funded
by private capital be supported by
the government, so that the private
capital is able to operate and survive?
Private capital is not supposed to
pay high construction cost for less
profitable stadiums. The future of
sports industry is not as clearly
outlined as culture industry.

The other problem lies in the
insufficient governmental investment in
public sports facilities. The spending
on education takes up 4% of China’s
gross national expenditures. However,
there are no regulations on the
spending on sports industry.

Interviewer: Is it because we lack
the knowledge of the importance of
mass sports?

Jiang: Sports is actually a
big issue concerning the people’s
livelihood. People think about
employment, medical care, housing,
travelling and consumer price when
they come to the topic of livelihood.
In fact, national fitness is the basis
of livelihood, and things will become
meaningless without it. Education can
boost national power, while physical
training of youngsters is essential to
the success of education. In other
words, the emphasis on people’s
livelihood depends on the development
of a healthy life style. Good health
can also reduces our medical burden.

I think the government should do
more to promote national fitness than
selling sports lotteries. Regulations on
national fitness should be included in
local economic and social development
plans, as well as budget plans and
governmental special reports. There
must be detailed reports about the
conditions and the outlook of local
sports programs.

It is certain that China’s spending
on sports is insufficient. Funds
provided by financial authorities can
only cover the cost of professional
sports competitions. Funds needed by

mass sports activities are far from
sufficient. Sports lotteries cannot fund
the construction of large gymnasium
or stadiums.

Sports Competitions Must Take
Mass Sports Activities inte
Consideration

Interviewer: In recent years,
China has hosted many international
sports events, which greatly boosted
our national image and the sports
industry. However, some say that
these events have had little to do
with promoting sports among the
general public. How do you comment
on that?

Jiang: Mass sports activities
and sports competitions are closely
integrated and should be mutually
beneficial. A major sports country is
different from a world sports power.
Although we excel in many individual
sports events, we are still a major
sports country with the largest
population in the world.

The charm of sports competitions
lies in their functions in spiritual
inspiration, entertainment, cultural
promotion and economic development.
The host city of a major sports event
should work out ways to obtain all-
round interests.

The 2008 Beijing Olympic Games
have made our century-old Olympic
dream come true. It demonstrated
to the world China’s vitality and the
charm of Chinese culture. As for
Beijing city, the Olympiad has helped
boost its tourist industry and cultural
innovation industry, which is essential
for the optimized arrangement of
Beijing's sports facilities.

Many cities have realized the
social functions of sports and have
been actively involved in hosting major
sports events. However, they tend
to ignore the differences of various
functions of sports and think less
about the cost. Therefore, we need
to find an equilibrium point between
the social function of sports and the
actual needs of the people, in order

y 1
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The physical conditions of American youngsters suffered
some problems in 1980, which the U.S. government responded
quickly with a 10-year fitness plan. After 30 years, the plan is

still working well.
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to avoid too much spending in building
sports facilities and make arrangement
for the future of sports venues. In
other words, besides high-standard
stadiums like the “Bird’s Nest” and
the “Water Cube”, we still need many
venues for the public. Governments
of all levels should pay attention to
the relationship between professional
stadiums and public sports venues.

Interviewer: In the sessions of
the NPC and CPPCC this year, you
mentioned that we should focus on
the popular games of “three balls”
(football, basketball and volleyball)
and important competitive events like
track and field and swimming. What
are the effective measures to promote
these events?

Jiang: Competitive sports events
in China need restructuring. We have
shown our power by gaining the first
place on the gold medal chart, but
we are not competitive enough in the
games of the “three balls” as well as
swimming and track and field.

Football is the Number One game
in the world, and we are not good
at it. We are not competitive in
international basketball games. We
used to be world volleyball champions,
but the past glory seems hard to be
regained. In fact, these games are
so popular with the people that it is
easy to find basketball stands in cities
and villages across China; however, we
have not made any breakthrough in
these competitive events.

The “three balls”, as well as
swimming and track and field,
represent the very basis of a person’s
physical quality, and thus call for
more attention. Children should be
encouraged to love these games
because they can be a boost to the
people’s physical quality.

To develop these games, we need
to make the best of our existing
advantages; meanwhile, proper
commercial operation can be introduced
to make our efforts market-oriented.
The government therefore needs
careful analysis and planning. %a
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Olympic champions are also
concerned about the future of
China and the Chinese people
in a new era after 30 years of
reform and opening up.

Participation of Olympic Champions in
the Deliberation and Administration of

State Affairs
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The NPC and CPPCC sessions
may offer you an opportunity to see
the prominent position of Olympic
champions in the Chinese society.

The NPC and CPPCC sessions
refer to the plenary session of the
National People’s Congress and the
plenary session of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference.
During the “two sessions”, thousands
of deputies to the NPC and members
of the National Committee of CPPCC
gather in Beijing fto participate in
the deliberation and administration of
state affairs.

They are entitled to review
the Report on the Work of the
Government, the work report of the
Supreme People’s Court and the
Supreme People’s Procuratorate, and
to vote on the appointments and
removals of members to central state
organs. In the 2011 annual sessions,
one of the key topics was to approve
the Outline of the Twelfth Five-Year
Plan. They also have the right to

L1

make proposals and give suggestions
upon issues that concern the national
interests.

Among these deputies and
members are scores of sports
celebrities. A special “Sports Circle”
was even set up in the National
Committee of CPPCC. As a matter of
fact, it has been no longer new since
1949 that some world champions and
Olympic gold-medal winners were
elected as NPC deputies and members
of the National Committee of CPPCC.

Then, what do they have in their
mind upon the development of China?

The Chinese-mode Participatiomn
im the Deliberation amd
Administration of State Affairs

Under the political structure of
China, the NPC is the supreme organ
of state power; the State Council, that
is, the Central People’s Government
is the executive body of the NPC;
the CPPCC is an important institution

y @
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of political consultation, democratic
supervision and participation in the
deliberation and administration of state
affairs.

The relationship between the
CPPCC, the NPC and the Central
People’s Government is that the
CPPCC conducts consultations before
policy decisions are made while the
NPC votes on policy decisions after
the consultations are finished and
the Central People’s Government
carries them out after policy decisions
are made. Under the leadership of
the Communist Party of China, the
CPPCC, the NPC and the Central
People’s Government assume their own
responsibilities respectively according
to laws and their charters, coordinate
their work efforts, perform their own
functions and complement each other.

The members of the National
Committee of CPPCC are
selected through consultation and
recommendation. They are the
representatives of various sectors

2y
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in Chinese society who have social
influence among the common people
and capabilities to perform the duty
of participating in the deliberation and
administration of state affairs.

Among members of the National
Committee of CPPCC in 2011 annual
session 22 were from the “Sports
Circle”, such as world champions like
Deng Yaping and Liu Xiang, famous
coaches like Chen Liren and Zhou
Jihong as well as sports officials like
Wang Jun, the former vice director
of General Administration of Sport of
China.

Besides, scores of Olympic
champions and world champions
were also listed among the 2987
NPC deputies such as Yang Wei, the
gymnastics Olympic champion and Liu
Chunhong, the weightlifting champion.

The Youngest Member of the
National Committee of CPPCC

Liu Xiang was extremely excited
when he got the news that he was
selected as a member of the National
Committee of CPPCC in January,
2008. "I was beside myself with
excitement. I told myself then that
I must do something for the sports
circle so that I could live up to this
great honor.”

Yan Zi, the renowned tennis
champion, met with even more
excitement when she was informed
of the same news. “It’s so great an
honor that I could hardly believe my
ears at that time. I discussed this
issue with my father and he told me
that to be a member of the National
Committee of CPPCC meant more
responsibilities than honor, and that I
had to fulfill my duties and live up to
this name” she said.

For various reasons, Liu Xiang
missed the “two sessions” in 2008 and
the first half of the “two sessions”
in 2009. In 2010, he eventually
got time to attend the sessions
with two proposals: A Proposal on
the Establishment of an Effective
Guarantee Systems for Coaches and A

Proposal on the Development of Track
and Field Sports.

Liu Xiang thereafter wrote an
article recalling that experience. “I
rushed to Beijing International Hotel
after regular training program was
finished that day. I changed my casual
wear for a tailored suit, fixed my hair
and took a picture as a keepsake.
Because, as far as I'm concerned, it's
an extremely grand occasion and I
must be fully prepared.”

At the very night before the
day his proposals were submitted,

.,

A,

Liu Xiang had a deep discussion
with Wang Jun, the former vice
director of General Administration
of Sport of China upon his proposal.
“All the members from the sports
circle discussed about the speech by
President Hu Jintao that night. His
speech that China had to develop from
a 'big sports country’ to 'a strong
sports country’ enlightened us all and
strengthened my confidence to finally
submit my proposals.”

“March 3rd, 2010, I finally
submitted my proposals. They were

3A5H. B+ —BLEARREAS EMALWALTARKS 27 Ko
e ENARED (3]) SRALREZI1 55

2y

Olympic City | 21



&= - Cover Story

200853H12H, MIHEAELEB M T —B—RXSWNEERFRLAE, SWEER "BMERIKRIE"

WEAERT, SR, (BA5A oL,
SEANE, WA B R AR
Sy AR B AR [ B

S — A B S RERAS
TR JIE 2 2 200K T8 E A X
WS W™ WA R PR S, H
R M AT SRS 2 A A 0
BRI, M TERT AR “PIE”
Frde [, KT i sl SR e A A H 1l
IR, W45 SRR 52

IBIEFERY “ERSES” Y

L%, IR Bis & E F AR
JRC SIS SERRIAUE S

A B 32 < FERARAS: 3 XS M 4 X
B LR ST EET, M20034F
Trah, BT IRRAT, B R AARER
Ay 5 . AT, K TEHLE# %
PANANLE, LA IR & HEBA S 8] Y

¥ 22 | Olympic City

PR AGEY RN, 20074E, VEN 4 E
B2 61, iR A, P E
“ERELTTT

19904, MG B R AE IR A B R - FAE
ABRIEFEIP B e 3 T RS 1T AR
MBI E R R R B AR A T SR
FETEIE AE20 HH 804E AR, R T &
SRR A TEVE I S, AT AR
T AR REEE WG4,

SATFINH, FEE RS, bEE
HAhE R 2575 ) EIt, EETHY
PERFRFSE R, 2RI, Z98ER - AR ANA
o SISO NS A N G 28 =
B, SRTET HoAth [ ZME A A2 i %K 5
77, T E bR R S ST &5 .
T IEM LA — RN
Bl LIS, “H8KEET17 MR o A
& E AT,

XV RG22, FE20084E 25 iz
X, HHEE AN (B O T O SR {15

b, SR 24 A B AT
HEEALB RSP EREEL T,

TE [ B BGE o HA ], B
WIS A H BT S O, A MR
FE it Bt B4R 22 [ R T TR E AR
=2 TR, B ER TR R,
i gEAELE R S I ER AR T+
E, TP ESCb, AR A LA
JELKERNEN, —ER R
HAmAT 2 B AE S, 81
] AN EBRZ 24 5k R E T S R Al
Y 245 | T ek RN DA TR
1E, & E S5, RAXHEA 68
EEENERNEITIES,

HEFE ST mEl R R30EZ )G,
DUAT i A2 AR ZS FFAR BT 3048, B
ZW R IR E R Em T Ak
o —F DAY S50 H OB NG
W BLIE 2 S AEAT], 0 IEFE B 25 X AL
8



a summary of my experiences in the
past ten-odd years of sports life with
my understanding of the development
of track and field sports” he wrote in
the article.

Liu Xiang did not submit new
proposals during this year’s sessions.
He fold the reporters with pride that,
*My proposals in 2010 had yielded the
desired effects, I think.”

Proposals by the Champions

Liu Xiang said two things had
to be done to push forward the
development of Chinese sports career:
on the one hand, to lift up the
teaching standard of the coaches and
on the other, fo raise the pay and
benefits of the coaches.

Nowadays in China, there is short
of a mature market mechanism in the
sports sector. The pay and benefits
of coaches cannot be guaranteed,
especially those instructors in basic-
level schools.

In fact, the guarantee of the rights
of athletes and coaches has drawn
widespread concern of the Olympic
champions. Yang Wei, the gold-medal
winner of gymnastics in 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games expressed his worries
about the present station of retired
athletes and the protection of athletes
from accidents in his proposals.

He told reporters during the
2011 annual sessions that, he had
been collecting materials and data
concerning the status quo of retired
athletes. “It's simply our duty to
introduce proposals that directly
concern the interests of athletes
during the NPC and CPPCC sessions.”

Feng Kun, the prestigious volleyball
star, submitted two proposals for the
first time in her life in 2011 annual
sessions. Among them, one was about
the job guarantee of retired athletes
and the other was about the protection
of the rights of sports for the
handicapped people. "I hope that these
two issues could be solved during the
sessions this year” she said.

Xian Dongmei, the double-
champion of judo in Athens and Beijing
Olympic Games was also making
efforts to protect the rights of retired
athletes. “I'm planning to collect data
nationwide to improve my proposal.
I intend to set up a fund to help
those retired athletes with economic
difficulties. As far as I know, many
athletes met difficulties in job hunting
after they left the playground. I
really want to help them.”

Ge Fei, the badminton champion
in Atlanta and Sydney Olympics

that China had to improve its “soft
power”. The concept of “soft power”
was created in 1990 by Joseph Nye,
a Harward University professor. Nye
holds that, “hard power” usually
stands for economic and military might
which can often get others fo change
their position while “soft power”
stands for the values, examples, and
level of prosperity and openness, etc.
“Hard power” and “soft power” are
related because they are both aspects
of the ability to achieve one’s purpose
by affecting the behavior of others.

“NZEHROAORLDEHRMNRWHER, ETHFROE. B, DN, B
MmXL, BRER, BAFTERRNAERSHERIEZ, HMNERLOXL, 3

ZHRBRHINVETES.”

“It's simply our duty to introduce proposals that directly concern the
interests of athletes during the NPC and CPPCC sessions.”

submitted two proposals in 2008.
One of them was about the spelling
of names of the Chinese sports
delegation. “In international sports
exchanges, spelling mistakes and
inconsistency usually bring about
misunderstandings, so I hope the
authorities could pay more attention
to this issue.”

Yang Yang, the first gold-medal
winner in Winter Olympic Games
in China brought four proposals
in the 2011 annual sessions: Anti-
doping, increasing the number of
sports teachers in primary and
middle schools, to protect the rights
of athletes and to ensure the land
resources for sports.

Deng Yaping's “Soft Power”
Proposal

Deng Yaping has been a frequent
of the “two sessions” since 2003. Her
proposal that the airport construction
fee should be added to the flight fare
so as to save passengers’ time had
been accepted by the authorities.

In 2007, Deng proposed the idea

This “soft power” co-opts people
rather than coerces them.

Deriving inspiration from Nye's
theory, Deng suggested that, to
welcome the 2008 Olympic Games,
China should not only put emphasis
on the “hard power” construction,
but also take this great opportunity
to improve the Chinese “soft power”.
“During my work as the image
ambassador to Beijing's bid for the
2008 Olympic Games, I found that
I had a lot to learn about China and
the Chinese culture. Culture has an
increasingly profound and lasting
impact on a nation and country. Every
Chinese should learn more about
the Chinese culture and to improve
ourselves, and only in this way could
the image and the position of our
mother country be promoted in the
international community.”

Thus we can see that, the Olympic
champions are also concerned about
the future of China and the Chinese
people in a new era after 30 years of
reform and opening up. And they are
making every effort to contribute to
the development of China. @
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In recent years, members of the National Committee
of CPPCC from the sports circle have always been
encouraging the idea of “one hour physical exercise
in school every day” for primary and middle school
students. And in 2011, this idea was successfully
written into Report on the Work of the Government.
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The 2011 NPC and CPPCC sessions
seem more important because of
the Outline of the Twelfth Five-
Year Plan. The development of sports
is covered in eight chapters of the
finally approved Five-Year Plan.
Section 4 of Chapter 16 reads that:
we have to speed up the development
of recreational sports projects,
to strengthen the construction of
recreational sports facilities and to
launch national fitness activities so
as to improve the health awareness
and physical condition of the public,
especially those of the youngsters.

By this means, sports activities
would manage to serve as an essential
part of people’s daily life even in the
days without Olympic Games.

“One Hour Physical Exercise in
School Every Day”

Chen Zhonghe, the former
head coach of Chinese Women's
Volleyball Team paid high attention
to the increase of recreational sports
facilities. He wrote in his micro-
blogging that: “"The motion I put
forward as a NPC deputy is to speed
up the development of recreational
sports facilities. This motion was made
based upon my research and serious
thinking.”

The issue of teenager sports
education was involved in the two
motions by Yang Yang. The first one
is fo guarantee by legislation the
land resources for sports. Yang told
reporters during the sessions that,
“it's good that lots of sports facilities
were newly built in communities in
recent years, but the fact is that
few of them are dedicated to the
youngsters such as football playground
and basketball playground. I think
this issue should be solved through
legislation.”

About the second issue, she said,
“there is still a lack of sports teachers
in China. To my knowledge, 80% of
the schools in small Chinese towns are
short of vocational sports teachers.”

The Report on the Work of the
Government delivered by Premier
Wen Jiabao at the eleventh NPC in
2011, was well received by the sports
circle for the “frequent appearance
of sports words”. For instance, “we
will ensure that primary and middle
school students do one hour of physical
exercise in school every day” and “we
will vigorously carry out the national
fitness program”.

Premier Wen talked about this
issue when attending Jilin Delegation
meetings. He said, “I put forward the
concept of one hour physical exercise
in school in my work report. Some
people may say it’s too tiny a thing to
be written into the government work
report. But I don’t think so. I think
it's a shining point of this year’s work
report.”

As a matter of fact, members of

the National Committee of CPPCC
from the sports circle have always
been encouraging the idea of “one
hour physical exercise in school every
day” for primary and middle school
students in recent years. And in 2011,
this idea was successfully written
into Report on the Work of the
Government.

“Hard Task” for the Ministry of
Education

Teenager sports education,
considered as one of the fundamental
work of Chinese recreational sports,
has become one of the most popular
topics during the 2011 NPC and CPPCC
sessions.

Upon the issue of “one hour
physical exercise in school every day”,
deputies and members from the sports
circle suggested that relative persons
in charge of the Ministry of Education
should be present at the session for
discussion. Vice Minister Liu Limin
thereafter attended in person and
acquainted the deputies and members
with the latest situation of teenager
sports education and listened to their
suggestions. Feng Jianzhong, the vice
director of General Administration of
Sport also presented himself in the
discussion.

Bian Zhiliang, a member from
Taishan Sports Industry Group which
was the biggest sports equipment
supplier for 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games, spoke first during the session,
“in modern times, we must pursue
a balanced education system which
entails the emphasis on sports
education.”

Jiang Xiaoyu, vice director of
Committee of Education, Science,
Culture, Health and Sports of the
CPPCC provided a set of figures: the
result of the rate of poor-sighted
students nationwide shows that 31%
of primary school students, 58% of
middle school students, 76% of high
school students and 83% of college
students were poor-sighted. Another
set of figures provided by Jiang,
however, showed that only 0.2% of
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the children under six-year-old were
poor-sighted. “"These two set of
figures remind us of the importance
of physical exercise. I suggest that
PE tests be added to the college
entrance examination in future. Only
in this way could we arouse the
awareness of the public to evaluate
sports education. We can make pilot
studies in selected areas.”

Shi Kangcheng, the former
director of the Department of Human
Resources of General Administration
of Sport advised that, the Ministry
of Education and the General
Administration of Sport should make a
general survey of teenagers’ physical
condition nationwide so as to get
a more accurate understanding of
the current health condition of the
youngsters in China.

Feng Jianzhong expressed his
worries during the discussion. “When
I was a student in a village school, I
often play football with my classmates

EEHHER.

even though there was hardly any
sports equipment at that time. But
things are getting worse now. The
playgrounds in schools are disappearing
while people’s living standard has been
improved. It's really hard for me to
understand.”

After listening to all these
opinions and suggestions, Liu Limin
said, “"The Ministry of Education
has attached great importance to
teenagers’ constitution. We will set
up a special supervision tfeam to check
out the enforcement of ‘one-hour
physical exercise every day’ program.
In addition, we have launched a
health-examination work with the aim
of decreasing the rate of obesity and
poor-sight.”

Proposals Given by the Head of
the Organization Departmemnt of

the CPC Cemntral Committee

Discussions about national fitness
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appeared in many other meetings
aside from that of the sports circle.
Li Yuanchao, Politburo Member of CPC
Central Committee and head of the
Organization Department of the CPC
Central Committee once told deputy
Ge Fei, the vice director of Nanjing
Bureau of Sport and former badminton
Olympic champion that, “Chinese
athletes have won gold medals in many
competitive sport events, but few in
recreational sport events. This means
that we have a long way to go to
promote the balanced development of
recreational sports and competitive
sports. “

“Take football as an example,
it is the most popular sports among
children in many African countries. But
it's not popular among Chinese young
people. If we want to win medals in
this event, we must rest our hopes
on children, that is, to foster their
interests from their younger days.”

Ge Fei expressed her approval
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Li Yuanchao said, “Chinese athletes have won gold medals in many
competitive sport events, but few in recreational sport events. This means
that we have a long way to go to promote the balanced development of
recreational sports and competitive sports.”
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and said that “It’s my dream that
every people can do physical exercise
whenever and wherever they want.”

Deputy Wang Chunlan, a chief
physician from First Affiliated Hospital
of Anhui Medical University held
that, the duties and responsibilities
stipulated in the Regulation on
National Fitness should be incorporated
into the government performance
checkup system which can serve as an
incentive for local government officials
to practically carry out the national
fitness program.

Liu Yunsheng, a member of the
National Committee of CPPCC from
Tianjin Pipe (Group) Corporation
proposed that, in recent years, China
has hosted many international events
like Beijing Olympic Games and
Guangzhou Asian Games. But the
venues and stadiums built for these
events were not fully utilized after
the games were finished. “It's really
a kind of waste of material resources”
he said, "I suggest that all these
venues and stadiums be open to the
public step by step so as to provide
more sports equipment for common
people and advance the development
of national fitness program.”

Champions” Role

In addition fo the national fitness
program, NPC deputies and members
of the National Committee of CPPCC
from the sports circle also played a
great role in the discussion of other
hot topics during the 2011 NPC and
CPPCC sessions.

One of the topics was to make
legislation upon misconducts like
football match-fixing, gambling and
referee cheating, which was highly
welcomed by Cui Hairong, the vice
director of the National Bureau
of Corruption Prevention. He said,
“Justice and fairness are the soul of
competitive sports. To attack these
devious acts through legislation would
be beneficial to the development of
Chinese football. We will step up
efforts to formulate concrete rules of
conduct.”
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As an active participant, Xie
Jun, the world chess champion, has
put forward several proposals since
she was elected as a member of
the National Committee of CPPCC.
In the 2011 sessions, she put her
emphasis on the education of migrant
workers. “Although some primary
and middle schools in Beijing have
been open to the children of migrant
workers, few of us care much about
the education of migrant workers.
In my opinion, some colleges and
universities could set up some training
programs to attract the attention of
migrant workers, so that they could

get an opportunity to receive higher
education. Part of the expenditure
could be afforded by the government.”

The proposals by Yan Zi were
rather constructive: to solve the
compulsory education problems
of migrant workers and to make
legislation to ban the sale of brown
bear’s gall. The two proposals were
well received among cyber citizens,
“The celebrities may play a greater
role in helping push forward the
development of our society. The
proposals they submitted show their
sense of responsibilities to the whole

society.” &
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The New Roles for Retired Olympic Gold Medalists
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Retired Chinese Olympic champions
have chosen a variety of new jobs from
sports-related positions to business and
media efc.
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Since marksman Xu Haifeng won
China’s first ever Olympic gold medal
in 1984, Chinese athletes have won
more than 170 gold medals in both
summer and winter Olympics.

Gold medals have not only changed
the history of Olympic Games and
China, they have also changed the
champions’ lives.

However, for Xu Haifeng, China’s
development in the past 20 years
has brought him more changes than
his invaluable gold medal. “The first
gold medal is an opportunity for an
individual. Only when you take hold of
it, can it bring you more influence. My
glory actually started from that first
gold medal.”

What are the right things to
do under the glory of Olympic gold
medals?

Xu Haifeng, a Typical Chinese
Champion

In 1994, Xu Haifeng, gold medalist
of men'’s air pistol, chose to retire at
the age of 37 because of his eyesight,
and became the chief coach of national
women'’s air pistol team.

In 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games,
the shooting team failed all the
events in the first five days. After
the women’s team lost all their
advantages, Xu told team member Li
Duihong, “You are a fool.” “A person
has only two things to himself: his
body and his wisdom. Other things
are merely worldly possessions and do
not worth too much of your attention.
Just try your best.” After two days of
consultation, Li calmed down and won
a gold medal.

In 2000 Sydney Olympic Games,
Xu's team member Tao Luna won the
championship. Xu became the chief
coach of China’s national shooting
team in March 2001.

In November 2004, Xu was
appointed vice director of cycling and
fencing management center, in charge
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of modern pentathlon. Xu started to
learn about modern pentathlon from
reading its rules. In August 2005,
when Qian Zhenhua won the world
championship, Xu, although highly
praised by the nation, admitted that
it was accidental to some extent,
saying it was because Qian did his
best in every part of the game and
was assigned an excellent horse in
equestrianism.

Xu's career has been accompanied
with “magical” incidents. However, he
reckons that his glory is the result of
consistent hard work. His winning a
gold medal as a salesman in 1984 was
just the beginning. Xu tfold reporters
on the eve of 2008 Beijing Olympic
Games that even if he had not won
China’s first Olympic gold medal, "I
would still be an Olympic champion,
with just a little difference, because
the first gold medal was easily
remembered.”

Xu said that he had been doing
sports well in the past two decades
and therefore was still remembered.
“If I had retired after winning the
first gold medal, people would still
remember me, but not so many.
The influence from the gold medal
has a lot to do with my continued
involvement in sports.”

Like many Olympic champions, Xu
was offered a chance to go abroad.
“I would certainly not go abroad,” he
said. “Coaching a foreign team against
China? I would never do that. Making
more money out there? I have enough
to eat and wear, why should I go?”

In 2008 Beijing Olympic Games,
China’s modern pentathlon athlete
Qian Zhenhua ranked No.4, while Chen
Qian ranked No.5 in women’s group,
both were the best results of Chinese
athletes in this game. This year's
modern pentathlon world championship
and qualifying competition for London
Olympic Games has one of its stops
in Chengdu. Xu thinks home court
advantage may help the Chinese
team gain tickets to London one year
earlier.

The Tramsition in 1992

For a very long time, becoming a
coach had been the only choice for
retired champions. Guan Tianyi, a
journalist with Xinhua News Agency
experiencing in five Olympic Games
with the Chinese Team, holds the
point that, being invited to play for or
coach foreign teams was an admirable
opportunity for a medalist.

Many Olympic champions started
going abroad in late 1980s. Among
the 12 team members who won gold
medals for women'’s volleyball final in
Los Angeles in 1984, 9 chose to go
abroad after the games.

In fact, Chinese athletes were
the first group of people opening
up to the world. After 1978, when
sports communications with Europe
and the U.S. were gradually accepted,
champions were able to encounter the
material life of developed countries.
The recently opened-up China was

trying all means to embrace the
world. When discos and hippodromes
were easily accepted by the Chinese,
athletes going abroad were not seen
as a problem.

Before long, some athletes offended
their coaches or teams because of
their decision to go abroad, which also
upset management departments and
the audience. This kind of incidents
were prevalent until late 1990s, when
business began to enter the sports
circle, enabling Olympic gold medalists
to prosper in their home country.

The transition happened after
Barcelona Olympic Games in 1992. The
prize given by the government to a
gold medalist was 100,000 yuan, while
prizes from business tycoons were
far more than that. Fro example, Huo
Yingdong presented each gold medalist
with a 1-kilo pure gold medal and
40,000 dollars; Zeng Xianzi gave them
each 100,000 yuan.

Soon, contracts from advertisers
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achievements after retirement have distinctive features.
They could be smart, well-educated or generally competent.
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not only brought wealth to the
champions, but also made them
familiar with the business world.

Zhuang Yong, a gold medalist of
women’s 100m free style swimming,
became an anchorwoman with Hong
Kong-based Phoenix TV after starring
in several films. She opened an
advertising company named Tulip in
1997. Li Xiaoshuang, gold medalist
of men’s floor exercise, opened a
sportswear company after having a
little try at the music industry. Deng
Yaping, the well-known ping pong
genius, chose to go into politics after
creating a sportswear brand named
after her.

Chen Jing, gold medalist of table
tennis (women’s singles) in 1988 Seoul
Olympic Games, tried advertisement,
writing, music and TV shows after the
winning. She admitted that an athlete
would sooner or later face his low
tide.

Olympic champions have seen their
roles changing frequently. Their stage
out of the arena has finally opened.

Oppertunities for Everyone

According to a survey on the

IBALTE, HFT. HE. WL, R TH (EEA)

eve of 2008 Beijing Olympic Games,
retired Chinese Olympic champions
have explored various new fields from
business to media, but the majority of
them choose managing and coaching
positions relevant to sports. At that
time, only 30% of champions continued
to compete for their team, while the
rest of them had to retire because of
age and illnesses.

From 1984 to 2006, 81 of the
Chinese Olympic champions were aged
between 20 to 24, 61.8% of all the
champions during that period. The
youngest champion was 14, while the
eldest was 30.

For the young champions, retirement
is an unavoidable pass.

The survey also found that 54.84%
of retired champions were doing jobs
relevant to sports management and
coaching; 17.20% of them had chosen
business; 11.83% of them had chosen to
work for the media or entertainment
industry; while the rest tended to
further education or immigration.

To encourage Chinese athletes
to carry on their higher education,
central and local governments have
made a series of favorable policies
in the past 10 years. 81.95% of the

FEsk, EX k. MFFH. BEAT.

champions have obtained bachelor’s
degrees and 28% of them now have
master’s degrees. Table tennis players
Chen Jing and Deng Yaping even got
their doctor’s degrees, becoming the
most learned athletes among Chinese
Olympic champions.

According fo Zhu Zhangling,
former head of a department managing
swimming and track and field in China’s
Physical Culture and Sports Commission,
champions of ball games are relatively
older when they win gold medals,
and have easy access to management
agencies after retirement; diving and
gymnastic athletes are younger when
they become champions and retire,
allowing them to receive further
education; while weight lifting and
judo athletes usually have rural
backgrounds and less education before
joining the team, therefore they have
fewer choices other than coaching
after retirement.

Guan Tianyi believes that successful
former athletes usually have distinctive
features: they are either smart, or
well-educated or excellent in every
way. “A gold medal gives you just one
chance; someone can take hold of if,
while someone lets it slip away.” @
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Zhang Jian’s years in bid for Beijing Olympics
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It was July 12 2001 in Moscow’s Slavia Hotel. On the
next day, a vote by the International Olympic Committee (I0C)
would decide which city to host the 2008 Olympic Games.

As required by the I0C, delegates from Beijing, Paris,
Toronto, Osaka and Istanbul were about fo launch press
conferences in the hotel today. This was the last opportunity
to win more support.

“The Olympic Games was an opportunity to
boost Beijing’s development. It was more than a
sports event. We should be more rational about
it,” Zhang Jian said.

Beijing had a
very large chance
to win the bidding
if only the press
conference went
through smoothly,
said an official with

FB A 2

the BOBICO before
the conference.

Zhang Jian had just received an assignment - preparing
a speech for Wang Wei, secretary general of BOBICO, who
was to impress the IOC with Beijing's efforts in the bidding.

Zhang had written numerous speeches before. But this
assignment was particularly important and he had only an
hour. It was a great challenge and he had no time to be
nervous.

Zhang thought about what the BOBICO wanted to
tell the world, what the reporters wanted to hear, how
to address the problems in a way that is convincing and
advantageous to Beijing.

The conference turned out to be very successful. Wang
Wei was well prepared. He showed the world the earnest
wish of the Chinese people and the confidence of Beijing in

3
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hosting the event successfully. After
the conference, BOBICO officials,
who had been modest, said they were
confident that Beijing would win the
bidding.

Zhang had no idea how the
Chinese people back home were
celebrating the success of his team
until he read about it on a newspaper
on a flight home a day after the vote.
He was electrified by the news --"I
was never that excited, not even the
moment when we won the bidding in
Moscow.”

Today, ten years after the bidding,
Zhang Jian’s face still lights up with
excitement as he recalls that moment.

FIRST CHALLENGE

In fact, Zhang started to work for
the bidding of the games as early as
in 1999.

Zhang, then 42, was an official
with the Beijing Municipality Policy
Research Office. A colleague of his
often talked about his experience
in bidding for the games in 1993.
Although that previous attempt failed,
Zhang found the cause of great
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significance. So Zhang applied when he
learned that BOBICO was recruiting.
His boss also supported his decision.

BOBICO had two offices and
five departments. Zhang worked in
the research office that focused on
interpreting and proposing policies.
The job was similar fo his previous one
in the municipal government: gathering
information, analyzing data and
drafting proposals for policy makers.
"It was familiar but more focused,” he
said.

The office has another mission -
prepare speeches for leaders. “Our job
required us to research extensively,
think deeply and give advices. So we
knew more, understand the situation

better and had some good ideas. It
was easier for us to draft the leaders’
speeches,” Zhang said.

Very soon, Zhang had his first
challenge.

Liu Jingming, then vice mayor
of Beijing and vice president of the
BOBICO, asked Zhang to compose
a speech for him to “direct and
encourage” works for the bidding. The
deadline was in two weeks.

Zhang was under tremendous
pressure, not because the assignment
came from a senior official, but that
it carried too much responsibility and
expectation. “The speech was meant
to mobilize the whole city for the
bidding. If it failed, I wouldn’t be able

to face the people of Beijing.”

“The speech was to set the tune
of Beijing's works for the bidding. I
was just a green hand. It was almost
impossible for me,” Zhang recalled
with a smile.

Naturally, he began with what
he had been researching on his
old job, which was promoting the
development of Beijing. Then it came
to him that “the Olympic Games was
an opportunity to boost Beijing’s
development. It was more than a
sports event. We should be more
rational about it.”

“Even if the bidding failed, we
would have improved the city’s outlook
and environment in the process, which
can still be a great achievement.”

When Zhang thought about this,
all was clear to him.

In 1999, the Infernet was far less
useful as it is today. Zhang had to
shuffle between libraries and museums.
He kept reading and working and had
no breaks, not even on holidays.

The speech was finally completed
in early 2000 after several drafts and
revisions. The speech was quoted by
several top leaders of Beijing during
sessions of the People's Congress
of Beijing Municipality. Head of the
BOBICO also made the speech to all
the organization’s staff to boost their
morale. Eventually, the essence of the
speech became a well-known slogan:
Promote development through bidding;
Support bidding with development.

After the speech, Beijing launched
more than 40 projects in environment
protection, infrastructure building and
manner education. A new highway that
runs around Beijing was built up with
wide green belts. Tools for exercising
can be seen in communities and street
corners. The bidding became part of
Beijing's construction and part of the
life of residents in Beijing.

PROPOSALS ON POLICIES

Zhang's office was also BOBICO’s
think tank. Among its proposals,
the most important were about the
environment. “Beijing’s environment is
the greatest set back in the bidding
and the most prominent target of
criticism,” Zhang said.

The air quality of Beijing stood
above standard for only 100 days
throughout 1998. Undoubtedly the
bidding greatly pushed forward Beijing's
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efforts in improving its environment.

It was true that the BOBICO had
no say on Beijing's planning. But the
municipal and central governments
as well as the people were unified in
supporting the bidding.

On Aug. 252000, BOBICO, Beijing
Environment Protection Bureau and
20 NGOs signed an initiative to curb
pollution, expand green belts and
etc. Students, officials and residents
were all mobilized to improve the
environment.

Eventually, the city became
greener. Its sky turned blue again
with cleaner air. Statistics from the
Beijing Environment Protection Bureau
showed that the city had 274 days
of fine air quality during 2008 when
the Olympic Games was held. “Our
proposals were immediately adopted
and turned info effective policies. We
felt fulfilled that our work made some
difference.”

In addition, we must work hard tfo
let the world know about our efforts.
“The results are self-evident. Still
we needed to promote our actions
on improving the environment. We
acknowledge the environment challenge.
It is undeniable. But we must show
to the I0C and world that we were
working very hard to improve it.”

Beijing’s frankness won some
points. The IOC had just issued its
agenda for the 21st century in 1999,
stressing the role of Olympic Games
in promoting sustainable development
and environment protection across the
globe. Beijing’s efforts were exactly
what the IOC wanted fo see. The I10C
also hoped the event can improved
the life of its host city, even the host
country, bringing honor to the Olympic
Games and the IOC itself.

His work went on smoothly. But
the job was still challenging. “There
were so many thing that I knew little
about. I kept learning, collecting and
analyzing data. Our advices affected
leaders’ decisions. So it was very
important.”

The U.S. congress passed an
act against Beijing’s bidding for the
Olympic Games in 1993. “America is
powerful. By fanning media reports
and cutting financial supports, it put
IOC under great pressure. This time
we learnt from the lesson and put
much effort in persuading the U.S.”

The BOBICO sent a delegation to

communicate with Americans. Zhang
and his colleagues prepared them with
background materials, outlines for
talks and answers to harsh questions.
As a result, they won the support of
the United States Olympic Committee
and some senior U.S. officials.

BID REPORT

Beijing and four other cities were
selected as candidates for the 2008
Olympic Games on Aug. 28. From then
on, the BOBICO focused on writing
the bid report.

The 1I0C scores candidate cities on
the basis of the bid report. Delegates
from the IOC will also refer to the
report when they visit and evaluate
the candidate city.

The IOC issued a regulation that
bans visits between I0C members and
representatives from candidate cities
to prevent possible bribery.

Half of the 123 IOC members had
never been to China. For those who
had, they came to China many years
ago and had little idea about Beijing’s
new developments. Hence the bid
report was of vital importance. “It
was real solid preparation for the final
vote,” Zhang said.

Zhang's office organized and
planned the draft of the bid report. It
also wrote the foreword, summary and
the introduction of each chapter.

The work involved coordinating
the works of several departments.
But Zhang had no difficulty in aligning
them. “We share the same purpose.
We thought and put our efforts
toward one end. Everyone cooperated
whole heartedly, nobody was avoiding
responsibility,” Zhang said. He still
remembers the solidarity in which
people worked hard for the bidding.

In about 100 days, Zhang and his
colleagues from various departments
worked day after night. Some even
worked for 32 straight hours. “My
part was quite difficult. I worked on
the openings. Catching people’s eye,
then mind, was everything,” he said.

When the Chinese version of
the bid report was completed, it had
to be translated into English and
French. "It was not enough to have
people who were just good at the
two foreign languages. We needed
experienced professionals to make the
report readable to native speakers.”

In the final stage, all senior officials
of the BOBICO including heads of its
departments and offices spent days in
rural Beijing to discuss and revise the
report chapter by chapter.

“We discussed time and again. We
just kept revising. There was a new
draft almost every two hours.”

The Chinese version of the bid
report was rewritten for 10 times
and the English and French versions
were each rewritten for 3 times
before they were delivered to the
headquarters of IOC on Jan. 16 2001,
right on the deadline. The report
had more than 200,000 words and
weighed 5.6 kg.

WRITING SPEECHES

“Zhang is a good writer. He was
highly appreciated by the leaders,”
said Sun Daguang, BOBICO’s deputy
secretary general.

Soon after the bid report was
handed in, the IOC sent its delegation
to Beijing. Many officials briefed to
the delegation with speeches drafted
by Zhang Jian.

Once, he had just handed in a
speech to Liu Jingmin when the vice
mayor asked him fo prepare another
one on sports for Yuan Weimin, then
head of China’s General Administration
of Sports.

“He gave me the task at 11
a.m. and told me that it had to be
completed before 2 p.m. I knew little
about sports. How could I know what
Yuan wanted to say? Even while having
lunch, I couldn’t stop thinking about
the speech.”

In those days, Zhang had to
prepare about 5 to 8 speeches a day.
“Sometimes I had to work for two to
three days without sleep. More often,
I slept one or two hours a day.”

Liu Jingmin praised the BOBICO’s
work in a meeting on July 27 2001,
two weeks after Beijing's successful
bidding. It was the last speech
Zhang wrote for BOBICO, which was
dismissed on that day.

Then the Beijing Organizing
Committee for the 29th Olympic
Games was established. Zhang Jian
continued to contribute to the Beijing
Olympic Games as the deputy head of
the General Planning Department, the
organizing committee’s think tank and
dispatch center. @
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Ten years ago, Beijing was
notorious for the scene of people
squeezing their way into the crowded
bus. As soon as a bus stopped at the
station, people waiting there just
hustled to get on the bus, and it was
not unusual to lose a shoe or break
a band of the book bag during the
squeezing.

*On the one hand, it was because
so many people were trying to get
on the bus at the same time; on
the other hand, some people were
not aware of the importance of
having good manners.” said Sun Ping,
Assistant Director of Capital Civic
Enhancement Committee Office.

Shall we line up?

Sun Ping was born in Beijing.
In her early years, she had joined
a production team in Inner Mongo
lia. She returned to Beijing in 1975,
and started working at the Capital
Civic Enhancement Committee Office
in 1992. Having travelled to a lot of
places both home and abroad, she felt
that people in cities such as Shanghai,
Guangzhou among others seemed fo be
more civil than citizens in Beijing. “Not
to say in Russia, where people line
up even if there were only 3 people
buying bread, which is embodiment
of respect for the social fairness and
order.”

Shall we launch a campaign for

better manners? This proposal met
with both support and opposition.
The supporters believed that it was
a good cause, while the dissenters
considered it as infeasible. Some
people said that it was not the Capital
Civic Enhancement Committee Office’s
job to propose lining-up; some other
said that the fundamental reason for
the crowdedness was that there were
not enough buses for so many people.
Some even asked: would a simple pose
of lining up contribute to improving
the citizens’ qualities?

Sun Ping believed that if no one
would take the problem in hand, the
problem would never be solved. In her
opinion, lining up was not just a pose,
but embodiment of respect for the
right of “first come first served”, and
a good starting point for the citizens
to come to respect social fairness and
order.

Her insistence won the approval
of Zhang Huiguang, Director of Capital
Civic Enhancement Committee Office
at that time. Hence, a lining-up
campaign was launched quietly.

Those Wearing Yellow Coats
and Wavering Small Red Flags

July 13th, 2001 was a big day
for Beijing. People were overwhelmed
by excitement for Beijing’s victory in
bidding for hosting the 2008 Olympic
Games. It was also a big day for Sun

Ping, for the scheme that had been
conceived for a long time found the
perfect opportunity to be put into
practice.

What does it take to be the host
of the Olympic Games? In addition
to hardware such as venues and
infrastructures, software like citizen's
qualities, social decorum and city
management are also important. To
welcome the Olympic Games, Sun
Ping and her colleagues started a
movement of “civil bus-riding”.

For this movement, Beijing
mobilized the unemployed and the
retirees to form a volunteer team of
bus-riding monitors, or traffic ushers.
At first the team had only several
hundred members, advising people to
get on the bus orderly and to offer
their seats to the needy at the bus
stations. Wearing yellow coats and
holding small red flags became the
team’s mark.

Hu Yali, a laid-off worker in
Dongcheng District, was one of the
earliest volunteers. She was assigned
the post at a bus station on Kuan
Street. Besides maintaining order
there, she also did her best to give
the passengers more convenience:
buying small stools on her own expense
so that elderly people could sit down
waiting for the bus, preparing rain
gears for the passengers to use for
free, nailing a clock on the wall beside
the bus station so that the passengers
could read time more conveniently. Hu
Yali's zeal moved many passengers.
Each time she got off work to go
home, passengers were reluctant fo
part with her.

Sun Ping has heard of a lot of
such stories when inspecting the work
of the bus-riding monitors. At Beijing
Railway Station, a tall female monitor
took charge of several bus lines and
7 or 8 bus stations. Many people just
coming out of the railway station
asked her the way, and she always
pointed out the best riding route
without hesitation. Sun Ping didn’t
remember her name but that she was
called “the queen of way-directing”.
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What the queen of way-directing said
was unforgettable to Sun Ping: “it is
hard for me to memorize the whole
map, but if I were too lazy to do that,
people coming to Beijing for the first
time would be disappointed, and they
would say the Beijingers were just so
so. I wouldn’t allow that to happen.”

Lining up is “1+1”

In 2006, Beijing implemented
the rule of using IC cards in public
transportation. Mayor Wang Qishan
requested the bus-riding monitors to
help in this work. The monitor team
was increased from about 1000 people
to 4000 people almost overnight,
covering most parts of Beijing.

“We studied the behavior rule and
discovered that so long as the first
two people line up, it is probable that
the third person would stand in line
automatically, and people coming later
would also line up.” Sun Ping said.
Based on this discovery, the Capital
Civic Enhancement Committee Office
made the 11th day of every month the
Lining-up Day by exploiting the image
of the Arabic number 11.

The bus stations along the Changan
Street were chosen as fest sites. The
best inspectors were assigned the posts
there. They painted lines on the road so
that the passengers could know where
to line up. But soon another problem
came up: sometimes the bus would
stop several meters away from the bus
station, and the passengers would hustle
to get on the bus and lose order.

To solve this problem, the Capital
Civic Enhancement Committee Office
consulted with the Bus Corporation
and they decided to give better
trainings to the drivers and ticket
sellers. The monitors and the bus
drivers together designed a set of flag
signals, and painted stopping lines on
the road for buses. Their work was
generally admired.

The most rigorous test came at
the 2008 Olympic Games, when 4000
monitors not only maintained order at

the bus stations, but also joined in
the team of 600,000 public order-
maintaining volunteers to undertake
the tasks of anti-pickpocket, giving
first aid, giving consultations etc.

“The ushers have done a great
job!”

Having passed the test of the
Olympic Games successfully, the
traffic ushers became a well-trained
team. As Sun Ping said, the team
undertook at least six tasks: advocator
of civil manners, demonstrator of civil
codes, order maintainer, traffic safety
coordinator, bus station cleaner, and
problem solver.

In October, 2009 came the 60th
anniversary of the nation. The traffic
ushers worked hard for 20 days in
succession, which won the approval
and acclaim of the Beijing Traffic
Committee. In the spring of 2010,
Beijing Traffic Committee again asked
the team to help during the spring
festival transportation, and the team
successfully accomplished the task.
Hu Yali did a great job. At that time,
Bus 9 changed route temporarily, but
some passengers had no knowledge of
that and still waited anxiously at the
original spot. A chaos might come. Hu
Yali had no time to ask her superiors
for instructions. She directly called
the bus corporation and asked them
to send some other buses, and thus
successfully sent several hundred
passengers on their way within 20
minutes.

Hu Yali was not the only one that
did a great job. During the peak time
on Tomb Sweeping Day this year,
several hundred traffic ushers were
sent to help maintaining order in
big memorial parks. After the Tomb
Sweeping Day, Sun Ping received
a phone call from the director of
Fengtai Memorial Park: “the traffic
ushers have done a great job!”
He said that some visitors to the
memorial park wouldn’t observe the
regulations there and burned paper.

While the administrative staff there
failed to stop the visitors, the ushers
did a great job in talking the visitors
to observing the regulations. “They
understand how to show respect to
others in their daily work, so the
passengers would return with respect.”

Public Welfare Posts Purchased
by the Government

Since the civil bus-riding
movement in 2001, Sun Ping has
dedicated more than 10 years fo the
cause of enhancing people’s manners.
Now she is close to retirement. When
talking about the team of traffic
ushers that she developed, Sun Ping is
not without worries.

The team of traffic ushers was
founded to promote civil bus-riding.
Now that civil bus-riding has become
vogue and people line up even when
there are no ushers there, is it still
necessary to have the traffic ushers?

Sun Ping thought of Hu Yali, who
was a laid off worker before becoming
a traffic usher in 2001, with a kid in
high school, and also the heavy burden
of helping a disabled sister and her
kid. The difficult financial situation
had troubled her much. Ten years has
passed. Now, Hu Yali is acknowledged
for her work as a traffic usher and is
happy and vigorous.

Sun Ping thought of many traffic
ushers just like Hu Yali. Their pay was
raised from 200 yuan a month to 800
yuan, but ftheir service is much more
valuable than their gains.

In Sun Ping’s eyes, a highly
professional team of traffic ushers
shall be maintained, in the form of
public welfare posts purchased by the
government.

In an office at Taijichang Toutiao,
we can see piles of uniforms. “These
uniforms have just been sent here.
The traffic ushers will have their
uniforms for the first time in so many
years. They will be so happy seeing
the uniforms.” Said Sun Ping with
pride, looking at the uniforms. @
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